IAB SH 1154360 


On October 13, 1997, Sergeants Paul Stemmler and Staci Burgess of the Internal Affairs Bureau 
were dispatched to the scene of a deputy-involved shooting in the City of South El Monte. The 
location is a parking lot of a strip mall located on Durfee Avenue. 


Also present during the investigation at the scene were Lieutenant Willa Glover of the Internal 
Affairs Bureau and Sergeant Bret Parker of the Force Training Unit, Advanced Training Bureau. 
The investigators were briefed at the scene by Homicide Bureau Commander, Captain Mauro, 
Lieutenant Dennis Curran, and Sergeants Reed and Anderson. The following summary of the 
incident is based on reports, interviews and memoranda contained in this packet. 


Early on Monday morning, October 13, 1997, at a little past 0110 hours, Deputy Andrew Leos was 
working a one-man traffic car (55T1) out of Temple Station in the City of South El Monte. Deputy 
Leos ived a call on his personal pager alerting him to the fact that he had received a message 
on MC M phone. He drove south on Durfee Avenue and turned into the parking lot 
ofa strip mall. There, on the south side of a Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC) outlet, he found a pay 
phone. 


IAB NOTE: A diagram and aerial photos of the location have been included at 
the end of this Investigative Summary for easier reference. 


Because the business was closed at that hour and no other cars were around, Deputy Leos parked 
his car parallel to the parking spaces in t/west orientation. Leos exited his radio car and 
walked to the pay phone and called his As he finished his call and hung up the phone, he 
turned to his right (east) and started to walk behind his radio car to get back in. At that moment he 
heard gunshots behind him. Startled, he turned and saw a male Hispanic (later identified as 
Suspect Alejandro Morales) walking toward him along the south side of the building. Morales 
was holding what was later determined to be a .25 caliber semiautomatic handgun, firing at him 
while advancing toward him. Leos dove behind his radio car, withdrew his weapon and returned 
fire at Morales from near the driver's door. 


IAB NOTE: Leos would later tell Homicide investigators that as he dove for 
cover, he wondered to himself why he wasn't in any pain from the 
gunshots. He said that because Morales was as close as he was 
when he was firing and advancing toward him, he was sure he had 
been hit (he wasn't). Morales was as close as 6-8 feet away from 
Leos as he fired. 3-4 rounds of expended .25 calibre shell casing 
were later recovered directly beneath the pay phone Leos had used. 


Leos' return fire forced Morales to retreat back around the southwest corner of the building. He 
then jumped over a small cement wall and ran north through the parking lot of the strip mall. Leos 
followed Morales at a discreet distance while at the same time broadcasting his situation over his 
portable radio. 


Morales continued to fire at Leos as he ran through the parking lot. Leos, who was able to find 
cover behind a palm tree, again returned fire at Morales. 
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IAB NOTE: The quickness of the unfolding events precluded Leos from any 
effective coordination and containment. On the tape of the dispatch 
frequency, Leos can be heard advising that he had been shot at. 
Mere seconds elapse before gunshots can be heard on the tape 
before Leos requests paramedics. 


Leos' return fire from behind the palm tree apparently struck Morales and he fell to the ground. 
Leos cautiously advanced to Morales' position and determined that he was no longer a threat. He 
called for paramedics who arrived minutes later. They transported Morales to County USC 
Medical Center where he was later pronounced dead. Morales had been struck at least twice in the 
buttocks or upper legs. The gunshot wounds had apparently severed a major artery and Morales 
exsanguinated. 


Four expended .25 caliber shell casings were recovered near the pay phone. Another expended 
25 caliber shell casing was found near Morales where he fell. The .25 caliber Beretta was 
examined at the scene by Homicide and ballistics investigators. One live .25 caliber round was 
found in the chamber. It was extracted and found to have an indentation mark in the center of the 
primer, indicating that Morales again attempted to fire but the round did not go off. 


Several witnesses were interviewed by Homicide and Internal Affairs Bureau investigators. Three 
truck drivers from the Stater Brothers Market chain were refueling at the pumps located directly 
south of the KFC building. Two of the drivers had pulled their rigs up to the pumps and were 
exiting or about to when the shooting started. 


Truck driver #1 said he looked in his rearview mirror (north view) and, although he did not see 
Deputy Leos, saw Morales walking east along the south wall of KFC firing a weapon in what he 
described as a “combat stance.” He did not learn until later that a Deputy Sheriff had been the 
target of Morales’ fire. 


Truck driver #2 was just exiting his rig when he looked back (again a north view) and saw Morales 
shooting at Leos. He said he saw Leos duck behind the radio car and return fire. He said he then 
saw Leos chase Morales around the corner of the KFC building. He said he did not see the 
aftermath of the initial confrontation because of the position of his rig and the fact he did not want 
to expose himself further. 


Truck driver #3 said he was just pulling his rig into the driveway south of the KFC when he heard 
gunshots. He said that although he couldn't see what was happening, he saw Deputy Leos' radio 
car in front of the pay phone and instinctively pulled his truck in front of Leos’ radio car to protect 
the deputy should he come under fire from an unknown direction. 


A security guard employed by a pool hall located in the northwest section of the strip mall (the 

only business open at that hour) said he was outside checking on suspicious activity when he heard 
gunshots. He said he saw Leos behind a palm tree and heard him yell “Drop the gun or I'll shoot, 
mother fucker.” He heard more shots but did not see the outcome. The guard did say that he had 
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seen Morales earlier in the evening inside the pool hall. He said he did not recognize Morales as 
a regular but the people with whom he was talking were regulars, and the establishment, according 
to him, was rife with narcotics activity. He suspected that Morales! associates that evening were 
engaged in this type of behavior. 


The most complete record of events of Morales' actions prior to the shooting came from another 
security guard stationed across the street (east) from the KFC building. He said he was working 
the graveyard shift at a discount market and was outside the building. He said his view, looking 
west, was of the east facing sides of a Chief Auto Parts store, a Jack-in-the-Box drive through and 
the KFC building. 


He said he saw a male (Morales) acting suspiciously in front of the Auto Parts store. He watched 
as Morales appeared to hide behind a storage bin on the east side of the store when Leos drove 
south on Durfee and turned into the KFC parking lot. He said it appeared to him that Morales was 
watching Leos turn into the parking lot. He said he then saw Morales come out from his 
concealment behind the bin as Leos turned his radio car into the driveway, and run south and then 
west, in between the Auto Parts store and the Jack-in-the-Box drive-through, run south, and 
disappear from sight. 


Seconds later, he heard numerous gunshots (his view was obscured from the south side of the KFC 
building) and then saw Morales running north through the parking lot of the strip mall. He said he 
did not see any shots being fired, although he heard numerous, and called 911. 


IAB NOTE: As of the submission of this package, the Coroner’s Report of 
Autopsy and Toxicological Evaluation had not been received by the 
Homicide Bureau. Their reports will be included in the Homicide 
“book” when completed and will be inserted in this report when 
received. 
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MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS 


LOS ANGELES COUNTY - SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 


ACCIDENTAL: 


GUN TAKE-AWAY: 


PERSON(S) ARMED: 


PERSON(S) UNARMED: 


STARTLE: 


UNINTENTIONAL: 


DEPUTY IN UNIFORM: 


VEST WORN: 


FOOT PURSUIT: 


VEHICLE PURSUIT: 


MOVING VEHICLE: 


VEHICLE STOP: 


TYPE OF HOLSTER: 


GUN IN HOLSTER: 


STRUGGLE INVOLVED: 


CLASSIFICATION 


NO 


NO 


YES 


NO 


NO 


NO 


RAID JACKET:| | PLAIN CLOTHES: | | 


NO 


ISSUED 


NO 


NO 


ADDITIONAL FACTS AND INFORMATION: 


SEE INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF”S DEPARTMENT 


OFFICER INVOLVED 
SHOOTING EVALUATION 


UNIT: 55T1 
DATE: October 13, 1997 
TIME: 0117 hours 
LOCATION: 1927 Durfee Avenue, South El Monte 


URN#:  097-16150-0562-051 
TAB#: SH 1154360 


NATURE OF While standing at a phone booth, an armed suspect suddenly, and without 
INCIDENT: warning, began shooting at the deputy. The deputy was not struck during the 
initial shooting and took cover behind his radio car. The suspect ran and the 
deputy gave chase. When the suspect turned and again started shooting, the 
deputy fired several rounds at him, fatally wounding him. 


COMPLETED BY: Sergeant Paul Stemmler 
Internal Affairs Bureau 


DATE: November 24, 1997 


LOS ANGELES COUNTY - SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 
DEPUTY INVOLVED 


EMPLOYEE'S NAME 
LEOS, Andrew 


RANK UNIT AND DIVISION / REGION OF ASSIGNMENT 
Deputy Temple Station/F.O.R. I 
SEX RACE HEIGHT WEIGHT DATE OF BIRTH 
Male | Hispanic 5-10 160 


HIRE DATE 


DUTY STATUS 
12-07-88 


On Duty 


UNIFORM RAID JACKET PLAIN CLOTHES 

Yes No No 
DECEASED | CORONER'S CASE NO. 
No N/A 


DESCRIPTION OF INJURIES 
None 


WAS THE DEPUTY IMMEDIATELY REMOVED FROM THE SCENE? 


WAS THE DEPUTY SEQUESTERED PRIOR TO THE INTERVIEW? 
WHERE? Temple Station 


SUPERVISED BY: Homicide Bureau 
WEAPON USED 


TYPE 
9mm Beretta 


AUTHORIZED 
Yes 


AUTHORIZED 
Yes 


AMMUNITION TYPE 


NO. OF ROUNDS FIRED BY DEPUTY NO. OF HITS 
11 2 


DEPUTY’S TOXICOLOGY 


UNDER THE INFLUENCE TEST FOR CAUSE ORDERED ORDERED BY 


No N/A 


TRAINING INFORMATION 
А TRAINING (LAST DATE) 


PRACTICAL POLICE COURSE (LAST DATE) 


Page 1 


DEPUTY INVOLVED 
Continued 


ASSIGNMENT HISTORY 


UNIT OF ASSIGNMENT ШЕ? — | 


PRIOR SHOOTING INCID 


ENTS (ALL KNOWN INCIDENTS WHERE DEPUTY HAS DISCHARGED A WEAPON 


INCLUDING ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGES AND SHOTS FIRED AT ANIMALS OR HUMANS) 


FILE 


DATE TYPE 


-2- LEOS, EMP+277151 


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
INCIDENT DATA 


WHAT INITIATED INCIDENT 


Call | | Observation Search Warrant | | Arrest Warrant | | 


LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE 


1927 DURFEE AVENUE 
SOUTH EL MONTE (TEMPLE STATION) 


TYPE OF LOCATION 
Residence 


| | Business | | Industrial aM Parking Lot 
Street | | Backyard | | Freeway | | Rural | | 


Other 


SHOOTING CONDITIONS 


DATE TIME DAY 
10-13-97 0117 HOURS MONDAY 


LIGHTING WEATHER 
FAIR-STREET LAMPS CLEAR-DRY 


DISTANCE 


6-8 FEET (#1) 
40-50 FEET (#2) 


CONTRIBUTING FACTORS 
SEE INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


LOS ANGELES COUNTY - SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
SUSPECT/SUBJECT 


LAST NAME FIRST NAME Mil 
MORALES ALEJANDRO B. 
[| 
SEX: RACE HEIGHT WEIGHT D.O.B. AGE DECEASED 
M H 5-09 125 11-29-74 22 YE 


INJURED DESCRIPTION OF INJURIES 


2 GUNSHOT WOUNDS TO THIGHS 
SUSPECT'S TOXICOLOGY 


UNDER THE INFLUENCE 
UNKNOWN 

TYPE OF SUBSTANCE LAB TEST CONDUCTED 
UNKNOWN YES 

ARMED TYPE OF WEAPON 
YES 


25 CALIBER BERETA SEMI AUTOMATIC 
NUMBER OF SHOTS FIRED BY SUSPECT NUMBER OF HITS 
5 


0 
SUSPECT VEHICLE 
N/A 


CRIMINAL HISTORY (ATTACH COPY OF RAPS) 
ATTACHED AS EXHIBIT 


SUMMARY OF INCIDENT 


SEE INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


